
Community members who are prepared for a 
disaster can save countless lives in an emer-
gency. However, today only 7% of households in 
San Diego County have a “very comprehensive 
plan” for a disaster.  

As Chair of the Public Safety and Neighborhood 
Services Committee, I am dedicated to improv-
ing San Diego’s readiness. That’s why I’ve part-
nered up with the American Red Cross for the 
Prepare San Diego campaign launching in Sep-
tember. The goals include getting one million 
San Diego County residents to have an emer-
gency plan, a disaster kit, and proper training by 
2017. We also plan to prepare the San Diego Region to feed, shelter, and take care of those 
impacted and displaced during emergencies. Lastly, the campaign will provide direct and 
indirect support to those affected by disasters to begin the recovery and healing process as 
quickly as possible. 

This holistic approach to addressing the po-
tential threat of disasters and emergencies 
involves three key stages: Preparedness, Re-

sponse, and Recovery. In District Nine, I have helped organize and participated in several 
Neighborhood Beats, where members of the community have learned essential life-saving 
skills. Also, I’m proud to announce that San Diego State University is now an official partner 
in the Prepare San Diego campaign. All members of the community are invited to a presen-
tation by City leaders at the City Council meeting on September 24th at 6 p.m.  Stay tuned 
for more preparedness events in District Nine. 

With the support of these great organizations and dedicated members of the community, I 
know we can make San Diego America’s Most Prepared City.    
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Mission Statement 

Empower constituents to improve their quality of life, economy, and neighborhoods 

through the effective use of a responsive, transparent, and trustworthy city government. 

 My Goals:  

Provide Safe  Neighborhoods,  Empower People, Deliver Resources,  

Create Economic Opportunity, Promote Trust In Government 
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A Talmadge resident recently contacted Council District 9 because their neighbor was 

having issues with his water bill and communicating with the City’s water department. 

My office put him in direct contact with the water department, and the issue was quickly 

resolved. 

 

 

 

 

A resident living in Southcrest reached out to my office after finding construction materi-

als left behind. We promptly contacted the company and asked them to gather their 

property, which will no longer be a nuisance for neighbors in the community.  

Troubleshooting in D9 
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Safety Speaks 
As Chair of the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee, Councilmember Marti 

Emerald requested a presentation of the new social network Nextdoor.com, which was 

held on June 26, 2013. This social network is a safe, private forum for neighbors to talk to 

each other. The community can use it to exchange crime and safety tips, discuss commu-

nity issues, share recommendations and much more.  

Nextdoor.com has part-

nered up with the San 

Diego Police Depart-

ment to allow them to 

post  safety tips and 

crime alerts. SDPD can 

communicate with neighbors through direct messages or in replies to their safety posts 

but they cannot monitor communications between users. Furthermore, because all new 

members have to verify they live in the neighborhood, users can be sure they really are 

communicating to their neighbors.   

District Nine is leading the push to implement this tool for better neighborhood commu-

nication, with widespread use in Talmadge. Community members are encouraged to try 

it out and use it to build stronger community bonds.   
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Cherokee Point is a relatively new name for the community that 
lies between I-15, I-805 and University Avenue—so named because 
Cherokee Avenue runs down its center to a point overlooking the 
freeways. In the 1890s a steam-powered streetcar used to travel on 
tracks around the point of Cherokee Point, ultimately winding its 
way up Manzanita Canyon & Marlborough Avenue, linking down-
town to East San Diego.   

The current name came into common use in the late 1980s. Com-
munity activists, including Al Stasukevich, worked to have the name 
memorialized with the construction of the new elementary school 
in 2005. Led by Principal Dr. Godwin Higa, Cherokee Point Elemen-
tary is a focal point of the community and actively hosts many local 
events. These events range from soccer games on the weekends to the upcoming CicloSDias event on August 11th. Ci-
cloSDias will temporarily transform streets into public spaces for active living, connecting City Heights to neighboring 
communities.  

Cherokee Point Elementary has received tremendous community support. Notably, Mark Kassab, co-owner of Mur-
phy’s Market, funded the construction of the school’s auditorium, which fittingly bears his name. The neighborhood 
has been transformed by the Park de la Cruz, which has been a publicly dedicated park since City Heights was named 
the City of East San Diego in the 1920s. The park quickly emerged as a local hub for recreation and leisure.  

Cherokee Point will soon have another community resource and destination in the future community Skate Park. This 
Skate Park has been requested by the community for years, and our office is shepherding this project on behalf of the 
youth of City Heights. 

Monday, August 5, 2013 — SR-94 Express Lanes Project Meeting is being held at the request of Councilmember Emer-
ald to give community members a chance to learn and give feedback about Caltran’s plan to create additional high oc-
cupancy vehicle lanes and a new express bus route on State Route 94. The meeting is at the First Church of the Breth-
ren (in the Sanctuary) at 3850 Westgate Place, at 6:30 p.m. For more information call Andrew Rice of Caltrans at (619) 
688-3284 or Tim Taylor at the Councilmember’s office at (619) 236-6699. 
 
Tuesday, August 6, 2013 — National Night Out is a nationally recognized event to take a stand against crime as a com-
munity. Events feature games and activities for the whole family. Two events will take place in District 9: Colina Park 
will come together at Colina Del Sol Park at 4:30 p.m. For more information contact Sidney Michael at 
smichael@cityheightsscdc.org.  Teralta Park will hold its inaugural Night Out at Teralta Park at 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation contact Maritze Maksimow at  mmaksimow@cityheightsscdc.org. Talmadge will host its National Night Out 
celebration at 7 p.m. at Monroe on 45th St. cul-de-sac (behind Hoover). 
    
Tuesday, August 6, 2013 — Screening of Heroes Behind the Badge, a documentary about police officers who have 
been caught in the line of fire, both those who survived and those who didn’t. A portion of the proceeds benefit the 
San Diego Police Officers Association Widows & Orphans Memorial Fund and the National Law Enforcement Memorial 
Fund. The film will be shown at 7:30 p.m. at the  Birch North Park Theater on 2891 University Avenue. For more infor-
mation visit www.birchnorthparktheatre.net or call (619) 239-8836 to get tickets. Tickets are $20. 
 
Saturday, August 24, 2013 — El Cerrito Block Party is a great family event with music, a potluck picnic, and tons of ac-
tivities including face painting, children’s craft areas, and much more. The party starts at 3 p.m. at the end of Corinth 
Street on W. Overlook. For more information contact Joe Foty at (619) 847-3894 or email jmfoty@aol.com.  
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Thank you to Cherokee Point resident Stephen Russell for contributing to this story. 

mailto:smichael@cityheightsscdc.org
mailto:mmaksimow@cityheightsscdc.org
http://www.birchnorthparktheatre.net
mailto:jmfoty@aol.com


Page 4 

San Diego City Councilmember Emerald’s office is currently accepting applications from motivated high school and 
college students looking to gain experience interning for an elected official. 
 
Interested applicants should e-mail Julio Rivera a cover letter, résumé and at least one letter of recommendation, 
along with  a brief writing sample, to jcrivera@sandiego.gov. Please feel free to call (619) 236-6725 with any ques-
tions. 

INTERNSHIPS   

The Azalea Park Neighborhood Association partici-

pated in the Annual San Diego Pride Parade. They 

were among almost 200 official participants.  

Community Representative Rudy Vargas oversaw the wa-

termelon eating contest at the Azalea Recreation Center 

and Council’s 4th Annual Family Day at the Park.  

Mary “Ginger” Ochs was honored by the City Council on July 

16th for her service to San Diego during her 45-year career as a 

nurse with the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department. She trained 

thousands of paramedics who have saved countless lives.  

Volunteers came together on July 3rd to 

remove the flammable and destructive 

Arundo donax grass from around several 

multi-family residential units and two 

schools in City Heights.  

Marti In The District 
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